
ASWAN:  Located in the driest region of Egypt, it has a rainfall of only 
0.861mm per year!  Its proximity to the Tropic of Cancer contributes 
to the high temperatures and dry weather.



DEATH VALLEY, CALIFORNIA:  This is the driest place in North America 
with an average rainfall of 500mm.  Storms coming from the Pacific 
Ocean must travel over a series of mountain ranges on their journey 
eastwards.  This means that many of the clouds have already cooled, 
condensed and fallen as rain before they reach Death Valley.



ATACAMA DESERT, CHILE:  The Atacama Desert is located in a rain 
shadow which means that it received little rainfall as high land 
shelters it from rain-producing weather systems.  It receives on 
average less than 0.1mm of rainfall per year with some parts 
receiving zero rainfall for over 400 years.



MOUNT WAIALEALE:  Located on the island of Kauai in Hawaii, this is 
the wettest place in America with an average annual rainfall of 
9763mm.



PUERTO LOPEZ:  A small fishing village in Colombia is one of the 
wettest places on Earth.  It has an annual rainfall of 12,892mm.  In 
the mid-1980s, it rained every single day for two years!



URECA:  Located on the southern tip of Bioko Island in Equatorial 
Guinea, this is the wettest location in Africa with an average annual 
rainfall of 10,450mm.



MAWSYNRAM:  The 10,000 villagers of Mawsynram cope with 
11metres of rain per year!  That’s 20 times the average rainfall of 
London!  80% of all of India’s rain arrives in the seasonal monsoon 
season from June to September. It has an annual rainfall of 
11,871mm.



AL-AZIZIYAH, LIBYA:  The hottest place on Earth is Al-Aziziyah in Libya.  
40km south of Tripoli, Al-Aziziyah is where, on 13th September 1922, 
the world experienced its hottest air temperature ever recorded at 
57.8oC.



VOSTOK, ANTARCTICA:  The coldest place on Earth is Vostok in 
Antarctica.  At a height of around 3500m above sea level, the Russian 
research station at Vostok is always cold.  On 21st July 1983, the 
coldest air temperature on the planet was recorded here at -89.2oC.



COMMONWEALTH BAY, ANTARCTICA:  This is the windiest place on 
Earth with winds regularly exceeding 240km/h, with an average 
annual wind speed of 80km/h.  Storms are caused by katabatic 
winds, which are winds that carry air from high ground down a slope 
due to gravity.



WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND:  The highest gust of wind ever 
recorded in Wellington was 248km/h and the average annual wind
speed is 29km/h.  Gusts of wind exceed gale force (75km/h) on 175 
days of the year.  The mountainous landscape either side of 
Wellington acts as a funnel for the winds, increasing their speeds.


